Citizenship Issues in the Forthcoming Constitution of Nepal
Women's Rights Activists Caution Concerned Agencies 

The right to citizenship is a means of a person’s identification which is also the fundamental right of any individual. Apart from identification, citizenship is considered as a gateway for entitlement of services and benefits to be provided by the State to an individual.  All the international human rights instruments including the 1948 Universal Declaration of Human Rights, 1966 International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, 1979 Convention on Elimination of all Forms of Discrimination Against Women, and 1989 Convention on the Rights of the Child, have ensured the right to citizenship and strongly advocates for elimination of any kind of discrimination in acquiring citizenship.
In Nepal, while granting right to citizenship, discrimination against women has existed since the enactment of the Citizenship Act in 2009 B.S. (1953). The Interim Constitution of Nepal 2007, which was promulgated in the aftermath of historic People Movement 2, has also discriminated against women in this regard.  Against this backdrop, the following decisions of 4 November, 2010 made by the High-level Political Task Force constituted to resolve the differences contained in the reports of various thematic committees within the Constituent Assembly has drawn our attention:
· Both father and mother should be citizens of Nepal in order to obtain  citizenship by descent
· If any man of foreign nationality married to a Nepali women whishes to obtain a citizenship by naturalization process based on marital relationship, he should have been permanently resident in Nepal for at least 15 years
· Any woman of foreign nationality married to a Nepali man, may obtain such citizenship soon after she renounces the citizenship of her previous country, 
· A person, whose father's whereabouts are not identified, may be granted citizenship by descent.  But in the case of the identification of the father being of a foreign nationality, the citizenship of such a person shall ipso facto be transformed to a naturalized one.
These provisions have perpetuated discriminations against women in their rights to citizenship, and also created a situation where their children would be forced to remain stateless persons.  Thus we urge related agency/s to incorporate without delay the following provisions in the forthcoming constitution to ensure equal rights for women relating to citizenship:
· Any person, whose father or mother is a citizen of Nepal, may obtain citizenship by descent
· A child born to a female Nepali citizen with unidentified father, s/he may obtain a citizenship by descent on the sole basis of the mother's citizenship
· In case of adoption of a child by a female Nepali citizen, the adopted child should be entitled to obtain citizenship by descent on the sole basis of the adopted mother's citizenship
· In case of a woman or a man of foreign nationality who is married to a Nepali citizen, s/he may be entitled to obtain Nepali citizenship by naturalization after two years of renunciation of the citizenship of the other country
· In the case of  a child born abroad while her/his mother being there for foreign employment or other occupations, such a child should be entitled to obtain the citizenship by descent on the basis of her/his domicile in Nepal irrespective of her/his place of birth
· Every child, who is found within the territory of Nepal and whose father or mother is unidentified, should be entitled to obtain the citizenship by descent till the whereabouts of her/his father or mother is known.
