Resisting & Challenging
Religious Fundamentallsms




AWID’s Resisting & Challenging Religious
Fundamentalisms Initiative
e 50+ in-depth interviews

e Survey 1,600+ responses; & young feminists survey
e Strategic dialogues & consultations
e Young Women's Institute

e 18 case studies on feminist strategies from around the
world
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A-DEFINIHON - “SHARED CHARACTERISTICS”
Absolutist & Intolerant 42%

Anti-women & Patriarchal 24%
About the Fundamentals of Religion 18%
About Politics & Power 17%
Anti-HR & Freedom 17%
Literalist & Outmoded 11%
Violent 6%

About Culture And Tradition 2%
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Religion is not the-same as
religiqurj fu mentalisms

P

xamples of

ts-based groups
om within religions:

Muslim: www.musawah.org
www.wluml.org

«. Catholic: www. catholicsforchoice.org
Catolicas por el derecho a decidir

Christian: www.ufmcc.com

dhist: ww menforpeaceandjustice.org

- + Jewish: www.kolech.com
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Impacts of RFs on Women’s Rights

Total
Negative:
79%

No impact
4%

Somew hat
positive impact
7%

Very positive
|m2|z/act Very negative
° impact, 37%
Not sure

8%
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Impacts of RFs on all spheres of society

¥ Rights for women in private public & economic spheres

¥  Sexual and reproductive rights & health

¥ LGBTQI rights

¥  Pluralism & tolerance in society

A  Control of individual, community and public policy
choices - in e.qg., education, family life & sexuality

A Physical & psychological violence against women

A Violence and intimidation of opponents, dissidents &

minorities

Leads to = Negative impact on pluralism, democracy,
development and peace
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Targets of attack

Women in general

Human rights activists

People who do not match the RF's expected norms
LGTBAQI people and groups

Members of another religion

Secular people or atheists

Members of same religion with other political opinions
Ethnic or racial minorities

Peace activists

Members of the same religion but from another sect

Local wealthy or powerful individuals

Percent reporting each has happened
sometimes or frequently.

77%
77%
75%
75%
66%
64%
58%
56%
53%
53%

29%
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RF Strategies

7\

Emphasizing “the family”, "*morality”, gender roles

Combining religion + nationalism, racism, ethnic or

cultural exclusivism ® | ®

Selectively use human rights, democracy, pluralism

Cultural and moral superiority,
‘purity’, ‘true’ religion

Mobilizing the fear of ‘the other’

Violence towards internal & external dissent

Simplistic, effective communication; misinformation
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Women's strategies of resistance

e Promoting pluralism, secularity and
citizenship
* Providing alternative information

e Unmasking agendas
especially of ‘secular’ actors & orgs

* Unmasking actual impact
including on development & peace

e Rights-based interpretations of religion

e Challenging dichotomies
especially women’s rights vs culture

e Holding the state, politicians & INGOs to
account

And individual resistance...
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Religious fundamentalisms on the rise

In the
context of
your work?

12%

Globally? 7%| 9%

M Increased a lot

E Increased somewhat
O Cyclic

O Decreased

O Not/Sure/Other
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h to collaboration:

* What would you need to

» strengthen your work to protect
women’s rights in a context where
religion is used to undermine
peace?

 What forms, if any, of continued
engagement with AWID on this
topic would work best for you?
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