Alkmaar, NL, February 12 , 2011

IFOR Statement on Egypt

For the past weeks members of the fellowship of reconciliation around the world have joined the people of Egypt in prayer, hope, activism and advocacy. The people of Egypt showed the world perseverance in the face of adversity as they sought change through nonviolent resistance. Their training, preparation and patience yielded great fruit as they held to the truth in the face of the forces that would deny them dignity and reduce their livelihood. In doing so, they not only exemplified the practices of Mohandas Gandhi and Martin Luther King, Jr. but of Abdul-Ghaffar Khan and al-Hajj Malik al-Shabazz and countless others around the world.

Once again the world has witnessed the great force of nonviolent resistance overcome the lie of violence. We rejoice and join the rejoicing.  What collective nonviolence has started can only be completed by that same moral force. The revolution cannot be complete until Egypt's military becomes a nonviolent force. 
We recognize the moral wrestling that world leaders found themselves in as Egyptians demonstrated the power of a superior moral force. A force against which the politics of fear and threat of violence loose their power. 
We affirm the rhetoric of the U.S. President after Mubarak's departure: 
“This is the power of human dignity, and it can never be denied.  Egyptians have inspired us, and they’ve done so by putting the lie to the idea that justice is best gained through violence.  For in Egypt, it was the moral force of nonviolence -- not terrorism, not mindless killing -- but nonviolence, moral force that bent the arc of history toward justice once more."  
We remain hopeful that all will come to realize that war is as unjust as terrorism, that economic exploitation and environmental degradation are also acts of violence.  We are grateful for these new chapters in our history, we are grateful for the new lessons that Tunisia and Egypt have given us. May the nonviolent work begun continue to shape changes towards a more peaceful and just world. 

As-Salāmu `alayk(umu), Peace be Upon you

The International Fellowship of Reconciliation is a world-wide interfaith movement founded in 1919 in response to the horrors of war. It pursues a vision of healing and reconciliation, based upon the belief that love in action has the power to transform unjust political, social and economic structures.
