Engaging Men for the implementation of United Nations Security Council Resolution 1325
By Jose de Vries
On Friday, October 29, 2010, IFOR’s Women Peacemakers Program (WPP), facilitated a workshop on men’s engagement for the implementation of United Nations Security Council Resolution 1325, during the Peace Fair 2010
 in New York. 

In this workshop, the WPP shared some of her experiences of working and lessons learned around engaging men for gender sensitive peacebuilding and nonviolence, based on their experiences of the pilot Training of Trainers (ToT) cycle, entitled “Overcoming Violence: Exploring Masculinities, Violence, and Peacebuilding”, which was initiated in 2009 and brought together 19 men from 17 different countries. 

IFOR/WPP Program Manager Isabelle Geuskens and IFOR/WPP Information Officer Jose de Vries were joined by ToT co-trainer
 Patricia Ackerman, and ToT participant Siad Darwish from Lebanon. 
The workshop focused on the importance of involving men and a masculinities perspective in gender sensitive peacebuilding, in order to truly move forward in terms of engendering peace. 

Since 2002,  the  WPP  has  been  organizing  trainings  on  gender,  active nonviolence,  and  peacebuilding,  which  strengthened  women’s  confidence as peacebuilders, as well as their knowledge and skills. These same women noted however, that they are lacking support from men in their work. After a thorough thinking processs, the WPP decided to organize a pilot Training of Trainers  for male peacebuilders,  from  the  idea  that male  trainers  are  in a good  position  to  reach  out  to  other men  -  as men  can  identify with  other men. Gender-sensitive male trainers can therefore act as powerful role models for gender equality, and can cultivate male allies, as well as deepen existing gender analysis. 

Reviewing the cultures of violence and war itself from a gender perspective, involves asking critical questions about the way societies socialize boys and men. Cross-culturally, the construction of a male gender identity supports men’s violence, militarization and domination. 

To build a culture of peace, we will need to change this and work for societies in which constructive and positive masculinities are shaping male identities. This is where the WPP believes that the true transformational potential lies in terms of applying a gender perspective to war and peacebuilding. 
Personal stories were shared by the speakers on the reasons for their involvement in this ToT project, as well as the personal transformational aspects of it. 

A video trailer on the ToT was launched, in which various male ToT participants shared their personal experiences on their involvement in this pilot project. It is downloadable from the IFOR/WPP website (www.ifor.org/WPP). 

� The Peace Fair was held to mark the tenth anniversary of UN Security Council Resolution 1325 and organized by the Global Network of Women Peacebuilders (GNWP). For more information, please visit: � HYPERLINK "http://www.gnwp.org/newsletter-on-10th-anniversary-of-unscr" ��http://www.gnwp.org/newsletter-on-10th-anniversary-of-unscr� 


� The ToT was facilitated by a male/ female training team: Patricia Ackerman and Steven Botkin





