Together for Transformation: A Call to Men and Boys

On the occasion of International Human Rights Day, December 10, 2009 we 19 men from 17
countries coming from Africa, Asia, Europe, America, the Middle East and the Pacific gathered
here in Egmond aan Zee in the Netherlands for a Training of Trainers on Gender-Sensitive Active
Nonviolence, organised by the International Fellowship of Reconciliation, its Women
Peacemakers Program, collectively draft this document and express our commitments towards
this statement/call.

We understand that men and women are socialised in a patriarchal system that legitimises use of
different forms of violence to gain, restore and control power affecting powerless and marginalised
sections of society. We fully acknowledge that women suffer far more than men from gender
oppression.

We understand and recognize that women have always been active agents of change. Women
worldwide are standing up against all forms of discrimination and violence to bring social and gender
justice and peace to the world. Some men are standing as allies with women’s struggles and notions of
dominant masculinities across cultures have posed challenges for gender equality and social justice.
Both men and women are suffering in this system and they need to join hands to bring about
transformative change. Men also have much to gain in health, general wellbeing and safety through this
change.

We believe that all individuals have equal human rights irrespective of their gender, origin, nationality,
age, religion, caste, class, race, colour, occupation, physical and mental abilities, and sexualities. All
human beings have the right to a dignified life free of threat and discrimination. We assert our
commitments to all international conventions and declarations, especially The Universal Declaration of
Human Rights, Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against Women, Economics
Social and Cultural Rights, UN International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, UN Security Council
Resolution 1325, 1820, 1888 and 1889. These need to be fully implemented in their true spirit and
further steps need to be taken to improve policies and programs pertaining to women and gender
justice.

We strongly speak out against gender inequality and discrimination towards women in all forms and
show our deep commitment towards gender sensitive active nonviolence as a way of life. We are
inspired by and committed to this work and the prospect of change in our lives and in our societies. We
believe in people’s capacity to bring transformative change in nonviolent ways.

Therefore we call on all men and boys to:
* Adopt gender-sensitive Active Nonviolence as a way of solving problems
® End violence against women in any form
® Engage in constructive dialogue with women

® Provide space for equal and meaningful participation of women in private and public spheres
including peace building processes



e Stop militarising resistance and peace processes
® Promote policies that bring dignity to all people

We call on men and boys to join us on this journey.
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