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ANNOUNCEMENTS AND CALLS:
1. Announcement: IFOR Welcomes New Members, Appoints New Governing Body
Over seventy representatives of the world's branches, groups and affiliates of the International Fellowship of Reconciliation (IFOR) met in Baarlo, the erlands, November 13 - 21, 2010, for its quadrennial Council meeting. Several significant new members from Sudan, Chad and Bangladesh were welcomed. The gathering also elected a new International Committee, which serves as the fellowship's governing body between Council meetings.

To read more, please visit: www.ifor.org 

To read some of the reflections of young people within the IFOR Movement, please use the following link: http://ifor.org/publications/Youth%20Opportunities_40.pdf 

2. Call for Action: 16 Days of Activism Against Gender Violence Campaign: Structures of Violence: Defining the Intersections of Militarism and Violence Against Women
This year marks the 20th 16 Days of Activism Against Gender Violence Campaign, and with this important landmark, the Center for Women’s Global Leadership (CWGL) is considering new ways to utilize the campaign for transformative change. We, as defenders of women’s human rights, have a responsibility to look more closely at the structures in place that permit gender-based violence to exist and persist. After much consultation with activists, organizations, and experts from around the world, militarism has emerged as one of the key structures that perpetuates violence. There is a need to address militaristic beliefs in all of our societies.

To read more about the 16 Days of Activism Against Gender Violence, please visit: http://16dayscwgl.rutgers.edu/ 

3. Statement: Statement on North Korea’s Artillery Barrage on Yeongpyeong
“On November 23rd, we received shocking news on the outbreak of a localized skirmish after North Korean forces launched an artillery barrage against the South Korean island of Yeonpyeong from a coastal artillery base in the Yellow Sea followed by a round of return fire from the South. During this exchange, two South Korean marines were killed and approximately 10 or more were injured including the residents of Yeonpyeong.” 

To read the Statement on North Korea’s Artillery Barrage on Yeongpyeong, send to us by IFOR Affiliate in South-Korea “Women Making Peace”, please use the following link: http://www.ifor.org/WPP/Statement%20on%20North%20Korea%20-%202010.doc 

4. Call for Action: Prisoners for Peace – December 1
For more than 50 years, War Resisters' International has publicised the names and stories of prisoners of conscience. On 1 December, please put aside at least one hour and write at least four cards to prisoners, showing them your support. 

For more information, please visit: http://www.wri-irg.org/node/11624 

5. Call for Action: Saudi Arabia: End Child Marriages and Male Guardianship over Women

Equality Now has been informed of several cases of Saudi girls being married off at the behest of their male guardians. The most recent case concerns 12-year-old Fatima from Najran who was married on 5 October 2010 to a 50 year old man who already has a wife and ten children, most much older than Fatima. Her father Ali, who is unemployed and addicted to drugs, sold her in marriage for a sum of 40,000 Saudi Riyals (approximately US$ 10,665), which he used to buy himself a car.

To read more, please visit: http://equalitynow.org/english/actions/action_3103_en.html 

RESOURCES: 

6. Resource: WPP: Men and Boys - Overcoming Violence - Exploring Masculinities, Gender Equality and Peace: Training Report and Video

The WPP - believes that training male peace activists in gender-sensitive active nonviolence is important to increase the involvement of men both in gender-sensitive peacebuilding and as allies with women in the fight against gender-based violence and gender inequality. Gender-sensitive male trainers can act as powerful role models for gender equality and are in a good position to reach out to other men.

As a response to women’s voices in the field, the WPP initiated a pilot Training of Trainers (ToT) cycle, entitled “Overcoming Violence – Exploring Masculinities, Violence and Peacebuilding” for 19 male peace activists from 17 different countries, taking place in 2009/2010. 

To view the WPP video on the ToT online, please visit: www.ifor.org/WPP .
For a direct link to the ToT training report of the first training sessions, please visit: http://www.ifor.org/WPP/Report_ToT2009_web.pdf
7. Resource: WPP: Workshop on Engaging Men for the implementation of United Nations Security Council Resolution 1325 – Peace Fair 2010 
The WPP was happy to be part of the celebrations marking the 10th anniversary of UNSCR 1325 at the Peace Fair 2010. The Peace Fair, initiated by the Global Network of Women Peacebuilders (GNWP), created a space for civil society to showcase their work on United Nations Security Council Resolution 1325 on women and peace and security and to share strategies and lessons learned on implementing the resolution.

The WPP contributed to the Peace Fair by facilitating a workshop entitled “Engaging Men for the implementation of United Nations Security Council Resolution 1325”. 

To read more on WPP’s workshop on engaging men, please use the following link: http://www.ifor.org/WPP/Report%20Workshop%201325%2010+.doc  

To read more about the Peace Fair, please visit: http://www.gnwp.org/newsletter-on-10th-anniversary-of-unscr
8. Resource: WPP: Interfaith and Faith-Based Peacebuilding: The Need For a Gender Perspective
The role religion plays in conflict is increasingly acknowledged; as a cause of conflict, but also more and more as a way to overcome conflict, resulting in a rising number of interfaith and faith-based peace initiatives. IFOR/WPP organized a three-day consultation with 35 women activists from 21 different countries representing various religions and faiths. The group consisted of an inspiring mix of progressive female theologians, women rights and peace activists.
Some of the women activists involved in this consultation have written an article after the consultation. 
Please find the links to these articles below: 

- Religion, peace and gender by Diana Francis

http://www.opendemocracy.net/5050/diana-francis/religion-peace-and-gender?utm_source=feedblitz&utm_medium=FeedBlitzEmail&utm_content=201210&utm_campaign=0 

- Interfaith peacework: a glimmer of solidarity by Deepa Shankaran: http://www.opendemocracy.net/5050/deepa-shankaran/interfaith-peacework-glimmer-of-solidarity?utm_source=feedblitz&utm_medium=FeedBlitzEmail&utm_content=201210&utm_campaign=0 

- Peacework: to love a stranger by Aesha Aqtam and Piera Edelman: 

http://www.opendemocracy.net/5050/aesha-aqtam-piera-edelman/peacework-to-love-stranger?utm_source=feedblitz&utm_medium=FeedBlitzEmail&utm_content=201210&utm_campaign=0
To read the WPP article on this consultation, please have a look at our latest issue of Cross the Lines (issue 41): 

http://www.ifor.org/WPP/wppmaterials_newsletters.html 

A full report on this consultation is expected to be released early 2011. For more information, keep track of our website

9. Resource: Women Count – Security Council Resolution 1325: Civil Society Monitoring Report
The Global Network of Women Peacebuilders initiated the project ‘In-country and Global Monitoring of United Nations Security Council Resolution 1325’  in 2010, to review and reflect on achievements as well as persistent gaps in implementation of UNSCR 1325 in different countries. 
Women’s organizations from Afghanistan, Burundi, Canada, The Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC), Fiji, Nepal, Netherlands, Philippines, Rwanda, Sierra Leone and Uganda participated in the first phase of the in-country and global monitoring of UNSCR 1325, which took place February-September 2010. The resulting publication Women Count – Security Council Resolution 1325: Civil Society Monitoring Report was launched at the Canadian Mission to the United Nations in New York on October 25, 2010.
The WPP, as a member of the Netherlands WO=MEN Working Group on UNSCR 1325, contributed to the monitoring report on the implementation of 1325 in the Netherlands.  
To read more, please visit: http://www.gnwp.org/what-we-do/policy-advocacy/in-country-and-global-monitoring-of-united-nations-security-council-resolution-1325 
10. Resource: People Power And The New Global Ferment

People power does not lend itself to the geo-strategic interests of empires or warlords, since it is based on collective action and civic unity, as well as the refusal to comply with existing power-holders. Any movement that opts for civil resistance has to encompass and attempt to represent diverse social groups. 

To read the article “People power And The New Global Ferment”, please visit: http://www.opendemocracy.net/stellan-vinthagen/people-power-and-new-global-ferment?utm_source=feedblitz&utm_medium=FeedBlitzEmail&utm_content=201210&utm_campaign=On-Demand_2010-11-15+11%3A51 

11. Resource: Reference Tool For Women Human Rights Defenders
In honor of International Women Human Rights Defenders Day, November 29th, AWID is pleased to share a new reference tool for women human rights defenders, compiled by AWID in collaboration with the Women Human Rights Defenders International Coalition.

To read more, please visit: 

http://www.awid.org/eng/About-AWID/AWID-News/New-reference-tool-for-women-human-rights-defenders
12. Resource: GEAR UN Women Transitional Toolkit for Civil Society
In an effort to mobilize and organize GEAR supporters more holistically, the GEAR Campaign Working Group has developed a toolkit to help guide a civil society process for engagement with UN Women.
For more information, please visit: 

http://www.gearcampaign.org/news_events/faq/new-gear-campaign-toolkit/ 

13. Resource: Gaza's Blockade Silences Voices of Women 

“In our conversations with a range of women, we learned that despite the apparent "easing" of restrictions by Israel and Egypt, important socio-economic indicators such as poverty, malnutrition, unemployment and family violence are getting worse. Women in this conservative society find their domestic responsibilities made all the more difficult and time-consuming by the blockade -- and they bear the brunt of society's frustration and anger in such trying times.”

To read more, please visit: http://www.huffingtonpost.com/mary-robinson/gazas-blockade-silences-v_b_785145.html 

14. Resource: Gender, Conflict and the Millennium Development Goals
This new report from Women for Women International, The report, released on November 25 (International Day for the Elimination of Violence against Women), finds that violence against women is the single, greatest impediment to development and peace. It explores the implementation of UN SCR 1325 and the Millennium Development Goals in this, the tenth year anniversaries of both policy frameworks.

For a summary of the key findings, please visit: http://www.womenforwomen.org/news-women-for-women/files/MDG_Briefing.pdf 
15. Resource: Women's Participation And Leadership In Conflict Situations And Peacebuilding: Challenges And The Way Forward
On Wednesday, October 20, 2010 the Diplomatic Academy of Vienna with the support of CARE Austria hosted and celebrated in Vienna, Austria the tenth Anniversary of the UN-Security Council Resolution 1325. The speakers had various recommendations to enforce the resolution for the upcoming years. Strengthening women empowerment, increasing education of women so that they can be part of local politics, government and conflict prevention, increasing presence of women in the job market in order to free their families of poverty to make a contribution in stemming militarization and radicalization were some recommendations.

To read the article by IFOR Austria’s intern Abraham Menaldo, please visit: www.ifor.org/WPP (under ‘News and Announcements from the field of Women, Peace and Security’) 
16. Resource: From Resolution to Reality: Women’s Participation in Peacebuilding and Post-conflict Governance - Lessons learned from Afghanistan, Nepal and Uganda on women’s participation in peacebuilding and post-confict governance
This research conducted with communities in Afghanistan, Uganda and Nepal offers many examples of both innovative achievements and missed opportunities in connecting grassroots activism for peace and rights up to sub-national and national level political processes. Going forward, all stakeholders – UN, governments, donors, NGOs and local civil society – need to do much more to foster these linkages. Realising the participation of women from the grassroots level and ensuring that their perspectives and priorities are reflected at higher levels is central to achieving the transformative intent of SCR 1325.
To download the report, please use: 

www.care-international.org/Download-document/568-From-Resolution-to-Reality-Lessons-learned-from-Afghanistan-Nepal-and-Uganda.html
