ELECTION OBSERVATION AND VIOLENCE MONITORING  PROJECT CONCEPT PAPER
FELLOWSHIP OF RECONCILIATION ZIMBABWE
INTRODUCTION AND RATIONALE 

27 June 2008 will be the date for the re run of the Presidential Elections in Zimbabwe. This comes in the wake of a failure by the three primary presidential candidates in the March elections to garner a clear majority as enshrined in the country’s laws.

Following the elections in which ZANU PF lost its majority in the house of parliament, a vicious violent retribution began especially in the rural areas where many have and are still losing lives, limbs and property. As FOR/Zimbabwe we categorically condemn the violence but are feeling helpless particularly due to lack of resources.

Our members have been victims as the violence continues to rear its ugly head. Zimbabwe has now been polarized into two constituencies, the MDC sympathizers and the ZANU PF supporters. This is a very unhealthy situation.

ELECTION OBSERVATION AND VIOLENCE MONITORING  PROJECT
It is against such a background that The FELLOWSHIP OF RECONCILIATION ZIMBABWE is intending to embark on a national campaign to monitor the violence and the elections and put in place a system of nonviolence conflict intervention in which all Zimbabweans will again feel that sense of brotherhood.

FOR/Zimbabwe has been monitoring and observing elections and conducting trainings in active nonviolence since the late 80’s and has gained both the confidence of the authorities, churches, political players and the general populace at large.

Our largest deployment of monitors was in the 2000 and 2001 elections in which we deployed close to 5000 election and violence observers. This was after a year long campaign of active nonviolence and interventions, results of which were encouraging.

In the March 2008 elections we had 500 election and violence monitors on the ground and some are still monitoring closely the situation.

As the re run is just two weeks to go, we are making an urgent appeal and effort to raise US$10000 to deploy our violence monitors and conduct nonviolence and reconciliation campaigns through out the country during and after the elections.
The project plans to deploy 500 violence and election observers through out the country for the next three months and conduct 15 nonviolence campaign rallies during the period in the 5 hot provinces and create peace committees which will facilitate community dialogue across the political and ethnic divide

Our thrust this time around is mainly on monitoring the violence more than on just monitoring the electoral process. We still have to monitor the elections as it is part of the process. However we already have a number of organizations working primarily on election monitoring and we are focusing much on violence monitoring, strategic intervention methods and conducting nonviolence and reconciliation campaigns in hot areas.

Like the saying goes, “ It only takes good men to keep silent for evil to prevail”  Please help us not to keep silent.
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