IS IT THE BATTLE OR THE WAR?
A peacemaker’s perspective in Zimbabwe

The language does not sound right. As peacemakers words like battle and war are not the best of words, but like it or not, our televisions, radios and newspapers are full of them. It makes me wonder if our existence as peacemakers is visible and let alone relevant.

The argument has been and is still that we are doing our best in our local communities and I agree because for the past 16 years I have been and is still doing my best in my local community. The results may be encouraging from a very local perspective but every time I raise my eyes beyond the immediate local environment and focus on a national level I get disappointed. The disappointment gets worse when I go further at regional levels, not to mention the international arena.
The idea I believe is not to win local battles but to win the war. 

We have celebrated small although important victories here and there, we have seen peace makers and nonviolence activists rising up here and there, but admittedly our influence and relevance appear to be diminishing globally and it appears we are in a denial state as peacemakers worldwide regarding our diminishing international influence. Until we move from such denial and admit that we need a strategic and decisive plan and action the whole peace and nonviolence movement may eventually become very noisy but very ineffective and practically irrelevant.

What comes foremost to mind is the large number of peace and nonviolence groups and movements worldwide. Our numbers are very encouraging but our effect does not correspond with our population.
Yes we are doing our very best and some of us in very dangerous and insecure environments. I thank God for the testimonies I hear worldwide of peace and nonviolence groups who are doing well but all the joy gets drowned by the sad reality that violence, oppressions, abuses, are on the increases day by day.

Is it not time that we must deliberately make an effort to unite, work together and have one powerful voice that can even have an impact on policymakers? These sporadic victories we are having in our local communities do not impact much on the global environment. 
My dream is if all active peace and nonviolence groups and movements could come together and develop an international network of serious peacemakers and nonviolence practitioners and activists. With our numbers our united voice, actions and resources can make a difference. 

It is a dream coming out of 16 years of peace and nonviolence work, a dream that goes beyond selfish interests, a dream that goes beyond mobilizing resources only for local efforts, a dream based on the realities you and me are facing day in day out, a dream propelled by the question, “can’t something better and more effective be done?”.

It is a dream coming out of a frustrated experience of seeing countries like the one time beautiful and prosperous Zimbabwe coming down to its knees, resource rich countries like Democratic Republic of Congo never enjoying their God given natural wealth. When bombs are exploding everywhere and gun tottering soldiers are all over. 
When policymakers are opting for the gun and when the corporate world is thriving on wars and chaos.
The most painful realization is that when all the military leaders have been heard when all the politicians have been heard and when all the business community has been asked of their opinion, there is a frightening and disheartening absence of the peacemakers’ voice. 

A soft peacemaker’s voice may be heard in a local community but that faint and soft voice is drowned by the louder and more audible voices of the military, the politicians and the business tycoons.

I dream of a day when the voice of the peacemaker is powerful enough to remove oppressive regimes, is powerful enough to shift policies, is powerful enough to stop wars and break impasses.

I believe you and me can deliberately make a commitment to work as brother and sister united by a common cause of creating a culture of peace and nonviolence as a way of life and a means of transformation. Sporadic uncoordinated victories in small scattered battles are not enough to make us win the war otherwise we may end up irrelevant and lose focus.

My fear is that peace and nonviolence groups and movements may end up being development agencies, a very noble cause indeed, but the vacuum left will take its toll.

I am inviting you for a serious engagement and talk on networking serious peacemakers, nonviolence activists and practitioners. The dream may not be realized now but can be realized. The encouraging thing is that it can be realized.

YOU AND ME CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE ! !
 (Peacemaker’s perspective is an article written by Makios Phiri)
Makios Phiri is a pastor with a local church in Harare, Warren Park and a coordinator of Fellowship of Reconciliation- Zimbabwe’s Nonviolence Education and Training Program.

If you want to continue receiving this monthly insight please mail to; makios@yahoo.com
