No peaceful solution has been established yet in Sri Lanka

By José de Vries

8 June 2009

The Sri Lankan army issued at the end of April 2009[1] a statement, in which it was expressed that the Sri Lankan troops would no longer use heavy weapons or air strikes in fighting against Tamil Tiger rebels in the north-east and that it would focus on trying to rescue civilians. 

In response to the violent situation in Sri Lanka, a joint letter[2] was submitted to the UN Security Council, United Nations Member States, Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA), Department of Political Affairs (DPA), and the Executive Office of the Secretary General (EOSG). This letter was undersigned by Global Action to Prevent War, the Global Centre for the Responsibility to Protect, International Crisis Group, MedAct, Operation USA, Minority Rights Group, TearFund, and WFM-IGP demanding that the UNSC and Secretary General (SG) live up to their respective responsibilities to protect civilians and prevent mass atrocities.

These developments and the military defeat of the Tamil Tigers have not resulted yet in a peaceful situation for all parties involved. IFOR’s Women Peacemakers Program has been receiving disturbing responses from the field. As one report noted: 

“Sinhalese people are celebrating the victory, yet they are forgetting the people who are suffering in the camps. There are incidents that a few Tamil youth have been hacked to death by Sinhalese mobs in the hill country while they have been celebrating the victory. Tamil are humiliated in various ways, for instance verbally on the streets or by being offered traditional Sinhalese foods.” 

One of the major challenges is the resettlement of more than 250,000 people displaced by the war back in their homes in the north. The government has constructed camps for these Internally Displaced People (IDP’s). According to the reports WPP has received, the people in these camps are lacking freedom of movement and are living in terrible conditions. It is even said that the government is going to establish a few military villages where military people will be settled which means that there will be an military rule in the northern part of Sri Lanka. 

The Women Peacemakers Program is very concerned on the situation of the IDP’s in Sri Lanka. Its extremely difficult for NGO’s to provide assistance in the areas where the IDP’s are staying. It’s reported that at least one NGO has received a threatening letter. The letter can be downloaded from http://www.cpalanka.org/. As another report noted: 

“We have been collecting relief items locally and transported them. However, it is said that only 7% of total IDPs receive support. The rest of the people don’t receive any relief items. Many people have died of diarrhea and people are suffering from skin diseases due to the lack of water to wash themselves and clothes to wear.”
The reports that the WPP has received reveal that there is still a long way to go in Sri Lanka. Improvement in the humanitarian situation and ending of the suffering of people can only take place if real peace will be established in Sri Lanka. A sustainable peaceful situation in Sri Lanka can only be achieved if all parties, Tamil, Sinhalese and Muslims, are involved in establishing an inclusive political solution to the Tamil conflict. The WPP highly recommends that, in line with United Nations Security Council Resolution 1325, women will be included in the negotiations on defining this political solution. 

More information on the situation in Sri Lanka, can be downloaded from: 

"Joint NGO Statement to UN Security Council and Secretary General"

"UN Press Conference on the Humanitarian Situation in Sri Lanka" - United Nations

"Open Letter to the Security Council on the Situation in Sri Lanka" - Global Centre for R2P "

Crisis in Sri Lanka" - International Crisis Group 

"Sri Lanka: Protect Civilians in 'Final Attack'" - Human Rights Watch 

"Remarks by U.S. Ambassador Susan Rice on the Situation in Sri Lanka" - U.S. Mission 

"ICRC News Release on Sri Lanka" -International Committee of the Red Cross 

“Country Profile – Sri Lanka” – BBC News

[1] For more information on the statement, please visit: � HYPERLINK "http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/south_asia/8020048.stm" \o "http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/south_asia/8020048.stm" �http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/south_asia/8020048.stm� 


[2] The letter can be downloaded from: � HYPERLINK "http://www.globalactionpw.org/wp/wp-content/uploads/sri-lanka-ngo-letter-22-april-2009-final.pdf" \o "http://www.globalactionpw.org/wp/wp-content/uploads/sri-lanka-ngo-letter-22-april-2009-final.pdf" �http://www.globalactionpw.org/wp/wp-content/uploads/sri-lanka-ngo-letter-22-april-2009-final.pdf�





