
A report on the political violence in Epworth, Harare, Zimbabwe after the March 2008 harmonized elections.

Project done with financial support from Quakers Australia by:
Fellowship of Reconciliation Zimbabwe (FOR/Zimbabwe)

Nonviolence Education and Training Programme

PO Box 4979

Harare

Zimbabwe
Email; makios@yahoo.com
             nhamomf@yahoo.com
             aki@comone.co.zw
Acknowledgements

We are all humbled by the moral support we received from most of our fellow IFOR branches worldwide, many peace movements worldwide, and friends in and outside Zimbabwe.

Our acknowledgements will not be complete without mentioning Quakers Australia who went a step ahead and extended to us financial support that enabled us to undertake this high risk project which is the first phase of the whole project.

It is with a trembling heart that we recognize the effort by our monitors, these are the people who did the actual groundwork in gathering for us the information we here present. It was very difficult and dangerous for them, sometimes going without lunch, sometimes being threatened and verbally abused. To you peace workers, may God bless you.
Dedication

This report is dedicated to all those who lost their lives, limbs, property and houses. To those who survived, may you rise above the darkness and be a light by forgiving them that hurt you.
It only takes good men and women to keep silent for evil to prevail, we refuse to keep silent!

INTRODUCTION

This violence documentation and monitoring project is not meant to be an exhaustive documentation of all the violence that occurred in Epworth, this will require huge financial input, which was and is not at our disposal. The three main objectives of the project were

1. to document sample cases of violence,

2. to observe and note the dynamics behind the violence and 

3. to assess the local atmosphere to enable us to get a feeling of what really transpired in Epworth. 
This will enable us to put in place a community intervention programme of Active Nonviolence Campaign and Reconciliation Process. The project partners are the local community churches who eventually will be handed over the project to be run as a continuous conflict intervention and resolution community programme. Ten monitors spent a cumulative 400 hours in Epworth talking to people, observing the atmosphere and making a simple impact analysis.
NB; Because of the nature and sensitivity of the document and in the best interest of our security and safety, we would appreciate if this document is used for private purposes and not for publications unless with the consent of  FOR/Zimbabwe Nonviolence Education and Training Programme.
BACKGROUND
Zimbabwe African National Union -Patriotic Front-  ZANU PF and Movement for Democratic Change- MDC are the main political players in the Zimbabwean political field. A breakaway group from the mainline MDC headed by Professor Arthur Mutambara adds flavor to the political arena as a minor but still noteworthy player. Simba Makoni, a former finance minister in the ZANU PF government decided to part way with ZANU PF just before the March election but failed to make much impact as a presidential candidate.
This essentially leaves MDC which has a majority in parliament and ZANU PF which has lost its parliamentary majority as the two main political players.

A brief look at these two political players gives an insight on the prevailing political climate. ZANU PF has a history of violence. It is the revolutionary party that brought independence to Zimbabwe but through a very violent and vicious liberation war that left many dead, displaced and maimed. Soon after independence the ZANU PF government entered again into a violent conflict that saw the Matabeleland region becoming a war zone as political strife between ZANU PF and Joshua Nkomo lead Zimbabwe African Peoples Union-ZAPU went unabated until 1987 when a unity accord was signed. Throughout its reign, ZANU PF has thrived on violence and instilling fear in the people. Most of its heroes are regarded as gallant fighters, a term that has a violent tone and appreciation. It was then no surprise that it led a violent seizure of commercial farms and still less surprising to those in the know was its violent retribution after losing the March elections, part of which constitutes this report.

On the other hand MDC has a labor movement umbilical code that can not be easily cut off. Labor movements in Zimbabwe in the early eighties had strong links with ZANU PF until early to mid 90s when the relationship began to get strained as the workers slowly realized their vulnerability. With the seemingly arrogant attitude of the government, the labor movements and a number of civil society groups eventually gave birth to MDC and ZANU PF can not forgive them for that. It has labeled them sell outs  eager to reverse the gains of liberation struggle. It is the general perception that had our electoral system been truly free and fair MDC would have been in power as long back as 2001.

It against such a background that Zimbabwe found itself in yet another election in March 2008 in which the MDC won a majority in parliament and the MDC leader Morgan Tsvangirai won the presidential race but officially failed to get the requisite majority to be declared the president. This necessitated a run off for the top two presidential candidates, MDC Morgan Tsvangirai and ZANU PF Robert Mugabe. The idea sounded noble but it all turned sour as ZANU PF, using state machinery and its well oiled grassroots network embarked on unprecedented violent campaign that saw many losing life, limbs and property. So violent was the campaign that Morgan Tsvangirai eventually pulled out of the elections. One of the worst affected areas was Epworth, a peri urban area in Harare where all hell broke lose. It is what happened in Epworth which is documented here. The report is not reporting everything that occurred but all that we managed to know and see for the purpose of information and for use in the second part of the project which will be an Active Nonviolence Campaign and Reconciliation Process in Epworth.   
POLITICAL CAMPAIGN BASES
Political campaign bases were centers established by ZANU PF in Epworth following a pattern which was national.
These bases were manned by youths led mostly by war veterans, (war veterans are former liberation war fighters). Every night people were forced to go and attend political rallies in their sections and every household was supposed to be represented. These rallies comprised war songs, political speeches, and propaganda. It is at these bases that judgment was passed on perceived MDC supporters. Many lives were lost at the hands of these militias at the bases. Many limbs were lost at these bases and the whole electorate was intimidated during these rallies at the bases. 

The rallies would go all night at the bases with the base commanders taking the law into their own hands. The police had no control whatsoever over the bases and what was happening at the bases. It was total anarchy as the commanders at the bases assumed all civil, political and judicial authority in Epworth.
Young girls were forced to go and cook for the militias at the bases and a number of rape cases were reported from these political bases but no action could be taken by police.

It was horror especially for young children who had to see people being beaten and killed while watching.

It was here that people were told where to vote and for whom to vote. To prove that they meant serious business everyone perceived to be an MDC sympathizer was brutally beaten and in the process some lost their lives. Records of those not attending base meetings were kept and relative punishment was meted later.

Residents were forced to supply food for those manning the bases, this becomes very painful considering that Epworth is one of the areas where those most less fortunate reside, people who can hardly have a decent meal per day.
The primary objective of the bases appeared to have been the creation of fear within the community of Epworth, a community that has voted for MDC ever since its formation.

At one of the bases in Epworth, in a place affectionately known as New Gada, seven people were killed and the community is still trying to come to terms with the level and nature of violence.

Inasmuch as the bases have now been dismantled, the trauma, the wounds, the deaths and the emotional scars left will be very difficult to erase. Most hurtful is the fact that some of the young girls raped may have to live with HIV as Epworth is one of the areas with a high HIV prevalence rate.
The questions still remain, was it worth to kill, torture, rape and disturb the social order just for a political cause which no longer has the national appeal, was it really necessary then to call for election in the first place when one is tortured for his/her political allegiance, is it the people who benefited or are we being forced to perpetuate a political legacy that has almost become irrelevant?
Probably one day these questions we will get answers, but the fact still remains that the political campaign bases may have been dismantled as of now but the experiences will take time to be dismantled in peoples’ minds, hearts will continue aching for the loved ones who lost their lives at the bases, young girls will continue being haunted on how they lost their innocence as they were raped by militias, God knows how those maimed and beaten will be able to forgive and hopefully forget. Thank God time will tell.

HELL IN THE COMMUNITY
Day time was generally calm as the base commanders, war veterans and the youths did their plans and selected their targets. Those fortunate enough like the Shonhiwa family got information before it was too late and removed all their most important belongings from their houses and stored them somewhere before fleeing for their dear lives. Although they managed to save themselves, their two bed roomed house was destroyed to the ground. They are now staying with their in-laws and still trying to come to terms with the experience. Some were less fortunate like Mr. and Mrs. Moyo who had their house destroyed to the ground and all their belongings perishing during the process. fortunately for them they managed to escape without being beaten.

The beatings and destroying and burning of houses were mainly conducted during the night by youths mobilized at the bases. As we write Mr. and Mrs. Moyo are no longer living in Epworth.

Epworth had been declared a no go area for MDC people and the militia wanted to declare it a liberated zone.

Mr. Eunice has a totally different and more terrible experience he was struck in the leg with an axe together with his friend who was struck in the head. He survived but his friend died.
The level and nature of the violence varied, some were beaten with sticks, others with logs, some were beaten with fists, and some struck with axes and machetes, others burnt by plastics.

With Mr. Mususa, he was beaten during the night with sticks and baton sticks.

Reasons for beatings also varied. Some were simply perceived to be MDC supporters, others were beaten because their relatives were MDC supporters, and still others were beaten because they failed to attend rallies at the bases.

A rather pathetic case is one of Mr. and Mrs. Noriti who are both suffering from HIV AIDS. During the peak campaign period Mr. Noriti was sick and could not attend the meetings so was the wife who was attending him. Because they were not represented at the nightly meetings their house and all property was destroyed one night on the accusation of being MDC supporters. They are now staying with their grandmother but the wife, Mrs Noriti is now critically ill, a condition that seems to have a direct relationship with the experiences they went through.
In Overspill section of Epworth, one family’s house was razed to the ground while their children were forced to sing as their house was being destroyed.

For Mrs. Bero it was rather a case of the past catching up with her. In 2003, she once dropped from her wallet an MDC membership card in the presence of colleagues at a graduation party for her son and that was now used as a reason to prove that she was an MDC supporter five years down the line. For her crime she had her house destroyed but was spared the beatings and still resides in Epworth. 
The violent political campaign also had a direct criminal element in it. The youths would seize any valuable property from the houses they would destroy. These would include mountain bicycles, radios, television sets, cell phones and any valuable gadget.
In Cell Seven section of Epworth a family lost its radio and bicycle to a neighbor who is currently using them. Reason being they are MDC and the neighbor is a staunch ZANU PF supporter.
A young man Moses Guzha, suffered for the “sins” of his brother who is an MDC supporter. Because they could not find his brother they vented their anger on Moses who was beaten on two occasions and accused of being a sell out. Up to now the whereabouts of his brother are still unknown and the family is just hoping that he was never found as they fear he may end up being one of the many statistics of those who disappeared and never to be found again.

Mr. and Mrs. Marufu are now staying with friends in Braeside, a medium density area after they found themselves on the receiving end. Their biggest crime was their failure to attend meetings at the base. 

Another group of people like Moira Ncube, never waited for the coming disaster and simply disappeared to save their lives although their houses were latter destroyed. Most of those in this group are those people who are known MDC supporters and who knew beforehand that their stay in Epworth had become risky.
THE DYNAMIC

While some suffered because they supported the MDC, others suffered simply because their relatives supports MDC while others because they are better off in terms of living standards, and some suffered as people took advantage of the prevailing anarchy to settle old scores.
The whole episode disrupted the very fabric that makes our African culture a pride. In Africa we respect the old people and value the extended family system.

Young people as young as 17 years would beat up a man as old as 42 years. In worse scenarios, such young people would force an old woman to strip her clothes before beating her. It is taboo in our culture to see a naked woman, let alone an old one naked, worse still to beat her.
Such disturbances of the social and cultural order are very difficult to correct. In any case the whole system has dented the conscience of many a young man who now knows what it means to rape, kill and gain without work or consent. Such a culture is difficult to reverse.
Brother was coming against brother, sister against sister, as political and social scores were being settled under the guise of political campaign.

In Domboramwari section of Epworth two once closely knit families are no longer seeing eye to eye. Reason simply being a blood brother went and told the ZANU PF people that his young brother’s family supported MDC. This led to the destruction of their house, property and pain as the young brother’s family was beaten up. Right now they are living in a makeshift house still in Epworth just 200 meters from the person who sold them out as MDC supporters.
It had become a disadvantage to live a life that is slightly above the rest of the community as through outright envy and jealousy many people found themselves no longer with neither the property nor the houses they had because they would be destroyed on the accusations that they are MDC people.

NOT YET OVER
Interviews conducted with most of the people affected indicate a high level of anger, hate and a spirit of revenge. Such an atmosphere of animosity has never been experienced in Epworth with some vowing to settle the scores as soon as they get the chance.

Clifford of Domboramwari section has vowed to go and avenge for his lost property and destroyed house come what may, Esnath of Overspill section is adamant that it is not yet over with her.

Some like Mai Tatenda can not stand to see the person who killed her brother moving around freely in the streets of Epworth and has vowed to take the law into her own hands once she gets the chance.

MDC has the majority of Epworth residence on its side considering the numbers who always vote for MDC. MDC has been winning in Epworth ever since its formation. Considering such a statistical order one wonders what will happen if the dust settles down and they decide to revenge. 
In fact at one time in Cell Seven section, the MDC once mobilized itself to go and attack a ZANU PF official in the area and did so until ZANU PF received reinforcements from the militia and state security. The situation is tense, highly volatile and a serious need exist to attempt to create, nurture and sustain a culture of nonviolence as a way of life and a means of transformation and to engage the community in a process of reconciliation and healing.
CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS
Having successfully gauged the atmosphere and dynamics in Epworth we now intend to begin an Active Nonviolence Campaign and Reconciliation Process. Our primary partners in this project are community churches in Epworth whom we have been working with for the past years and to whom we will eventually hand over the project to be run on a continuous base as a conflict intervention and resolution community project
Like the saying goes, where there is a will, there is a way.

PROJECT FINANCIAL BREAKDOWN
            INCOME
Donations received from Quakers Australia                                    US$650

Support received from local FOR/Zimbabwe members                   US$150
TOTAL INCOME                                                                                                US$800                                                                                                       
less      EXPENDITURE

Transport and communication allowances for 10 monitors     US$300

Allowances for lunch for 10 monitors                                      US$300

Stationery for information documentation                               US$150

      TOTAL EXPENDITURE                                                                              US$750                                    
  Net project surplus                                                                                             US$50       
Deep in our hearts we do believe we shall overcome someday!! !
