THE ZIMBABWEAN CRISIS – a peacemaker perspective
The purpose of this document is not to give a detailed report of what is happening in Zimbabwe but simply a peacemaker perspective and way forward on the crisis
BACKGROUND
The guiding principle of FELLOWSHIP OF RECONCILIATION ZIMBABWE-FOR/Zimbabwe is that of active nonviolence which is the heartbeat and life of the organization. In active nonviolence we hold that real nonviolent conflict resolution involves the rehabilitation of both the victim and the abuser. 

The abuser/oppressor need to be rehabilitated so that he may not continue to abuse others while the victim has to be rehabilitated so that the scars, the trauma and bitterness in him may be healed while at the same time attempting to bring genuine reconciliation between both parties and individuals involved.

Such are the operational premises FOR/Zimbabwe works on and is taking in the present crisis bedeviling our once attractive nation of Zimbabwe. Zimbabwe is too dear to be destroyed by personal or institutional political ambitions and we stand to refuse any sacrificing of Zimbabwe as a country on altars of political expediencies and personal egoisms.
What our children, our patient women and men need is simply a nation that they can again be proud of. The potential is still there.

THE CRISIS

Ever since the formation of the Movement for Democratic Change (MDC), the ZANU PF and the prevailing government perceive the MDC as sell outs that are pushing for the reversal of what the ZANU PF party calls “revolutionary gains”. This mindset has not been accepted by the majority of especially the urbanites and young generation and as shown by the recent polls, now even those old ones in the rural areas seem to be sharing a common position with the urbanites and the young generation. This became the primary source of the present crisis.
On realization that the once strong rural base was now getting weaker and MDC had made inroads into the rural areas as indicated by poll results, the ZANU PF party went on a retributive campaign which saw homes, property and livestock destroyed and lives and limbs lost. The violence was targeted towards those perceived to be sympathetic to the MDC cause. In some cases those attacked also mobilized themselves into counter attacking, a scenario which ended up with both sides pointing fingers at each other.
It is however our position that violence can not and must not be resolved through violence and we condemn any form of violence even the so called defensive violence.

The poll results took a month to be announced and this created a general atmosphere of mistrust between the electorate and the authorities, an atmosphere that is still prevailing and making many wonder if the re run of elections scheduled for June 27, 2008 will be free and fair and some are even asking if it is really worthy to go for such under prevailing atmosphere. Many in the rural areas are sleeping in the bush, many schools are without teachers as teachers are fearing for their lives and a number of rural schools delayed opening. There is no food in the shops, no medicines in public hospitals, and the cost of living has skyrocketed beyond the ordinary men in the street with people thanking God if they manage to have one meal a day. Families have disintegrated as spouses are opting to go and work outside the country in the hope of sustaining the family. Combine this with the high prevalence of HIV AIDS; we end up with a disaster that is slowly and systemically bringing Zimbabwe down on its knees.
As of now ZANU PF which has lost its majority in the parliament is officially starting its campaign for the re run on Sunday 25 May.

OBSERVATIONS 

It our strong submissions that what is now needed in this country are real peacemakers who can approach the crisis with love, tolerance and a total conviction to the values of nonviolence.

Presently which ever President wins and rules, the crisis of hate, intolerance and retribution is not likely to end.ZANU PF has ruled this country since independence and throughout the liberation war was building its institutional capacity and there is no way it can simply vanish from the map. It has grown to become more than a political party, infact it is has become a culture. Even if Tsvangirai wins the presidential elections it will be very naïve to brush ZANU PF as a non entity.

On the other hand the MDC has grown from strength to strength since its inception and is now like a national voice for probably the majority as reflected by the poll results, hence even if Mugabe wins there is no way he can brush aside MDC and in any case the MDC has now a majority in parliament

This leads us to a point where even if the politicians may not be tolerant of each other and spread hate speech; it is our duty as peacemakers to work with the grassroots to instill a sense and principles of tolerance, love and cohabitation. In other words what is needed is a process of reconciliation and trust building where we do not sacrifice this beautiful country through political dogma. The power of the politicians is in the grassroots and if the grassroots say no to violence then the politician will have no instrument to use for violence.
Zimbabwe had its fair share of violence. The independence of the country was gained through a very violent struggle and soon after independence the country went through a civil war in which thousands lost their lives and limbs, property destroyed, families disintegrated, and national unity compromised.
That Zimbabweans are peace loving is apparent, their peace loving nature actually borders on docility and probably we can call it fatal passivity. However, from the two historical eras of violence, liberation struggle and the civil war, it can be deduced that if not well managed the peace loving nature can eventually be strained giving way to a violence burst.

It is such violence burst that FOR/Zimbabwe feels must be avoided at all cost. 

RECOMMENDATIONS

The polarization level in all our institutions right from media to churches is so sickening that one has to be either ZANU PF or MDC, a very unhealthy situation that has even affected the NGO and civic organization community.

The initial effort should to equip people with active nonviolence skills,

attempt and help the general populace to distinguish partisan and non partisan politics, define and explain the difference between party and government, highlight their basic human rights and then more importantly nurture and sustain a culture of active nonviolence as a way of life and a means of any transformation.
This then calls for a national, systematic active nonviolence campaign. A nonviolence campaign whose basis is not finger pointing and accusations but based on emotional rehabilitation and reconciliation with the primary goal of creating a rainbow people who tolerate and love each other despite differing political affiliations, ideologies and perceptions.

Our prayer now is may resources be found to effect such a campaign before and after the re run of elections. The campaign must not be driven by elections but by need for equipping people with active nonviolent skills. The campaign’s life goes beyond elections and should be an ongoing program.

Blessed are the peace makers.
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