Update on Kenya – April 2008.
Inter-ethnic Marriages as a resource for Peace building. 
This historic Pact was signed by the key protagonists (Kibaki and Raila) on 28th February 2008. The main highlight was the agreement to establish the National Accord and Dialogue Act, and to review the Constitution so as to entrench the Act.

This political solution is certainly a most welcome development. At the very least, it has rested the spread of violence and brought relative calm to the country.

However, it is not time to celebrate yet. Ending violence and resolving conflict are two different ball-games. Widespread loss and destruction has already occurred and it will take sometime to carry on the enormous work of restoration and reconstruction. The psychosocial losses are also major. Internally Displaced Persons (IDPs) are yet to be resettled and it is not yet clear where; their ‘ancestral’ homes or their homes from where they were forcefully evicted. It is notable that it is not only the local rural folks that were displaced, even some government officers and corporate employees including teachers, fled from their places of work.

Anyway, the focus of this article is on an interesting group of people; couples in Inter-tribal marriages. This is an increasingly new phenomenon in Kenya where people marry across the tribal divide. The decision to contract such a marriage was hitherto met with strong opposition from conservative Kenyans who refuse any cross-cultural ties, least of all within such a close proximity as a marriage. The younger generation has however broken the ‘taboo’ and marry even from the most ‘suspect’ of tribes. The real test of the inter-ethnic marriages came with the political violence the rocked the country in December 2007.

Families in inter-tribal settings were suddenly thrown in a deep identity crisis: - loyalty to spouse versus loyalty to tribe or extended family. Many such couples failed the test. They preferred to belong to the tribe in which they were born. Others in some harder circumstances would have loved to stay on in their marriages but the extended family would not hear of it. They had to leave. Fewer, especially in urban settings survived it, and indeed their marriages were strengthened.

We are carrying out a program dubbed “Inter-ethnic Marriages as a resource for Peace building”. Our objective is to tap into these marriages as a source of bridging peace across tribal divides. Four groups of fifteen different couples will meet over the next one year. They will share their experiences and lessons from the political crisis. They will explore strategies for peace building and for strengthening inter-ethnic marriages for future co-existence. Diversity and multi-culturalism will be the guiding principles.

The expected outcome will be widespread acceptance of the richness and how this can be tapped to building relationships of peace across communities.

We are requesting partners to support us materially and financially to enable us accomplish the project. 

