How far are we to Normalcy in Kenya?

The roads are no more blockaded.

The bonfires have ceased.

The looting has stopped.

The hospitals are reopened.

So are some schools and colleges.

The violence has subsided.

The grand coalition government has been put in place.

The top political leaders are crisis-crossing the country preaching peace and reconciliation.

But, and a big but,


Is life back to normal for the ordinary Kenyan? Let’s see………….

The internally displaced persons (IDPs) are in the camps…..and debates rage as to where they should be resettled, and it’s an indeed complex question.

The long term issues in the mediation Agenda are yet to be addressed.

There is no quorum from the representatives of the mediating parties; after all, the firefighting is temporarily over.

Many school and college students are still at home, so are their teachers.

Their institutions are yet to be rebuilt, so are their hopes and aspirations.

Schools in Central Kenya are full to overflowing, with as many as 120 pupils in a classroom with an hitherto capacity of 30 students.

There is confusion and trauma.

Relationships have been destroyed, some beyond repair. 
Some couples in inter-ethnic marriages are still separated and cannot come back together.

Ethnic tension rage high and one is unsure if to tell a stranger their name ie
People do not want to introduce themselves by the second name as this will reveal the community they come from……it may be the ‘enemy’ community and that may mean being isolated or, discriminated or anything worse 

The reigning intense and confusing feelings include despair, guilt, revenge, fear, anxiety, hate, and helplessness, despondency, hopelessness, betrayal, anger and doubt.

The political leaders are not however reading from the same page or interpreting the signs the same way as the local populace. They are still guzzling over their titles and protocol (pecking order – is it the prime minister or the vice president first?). They are driven in long motorcades and are dining and wining together in large and high places. They are a political class sorting out their power games rather nonviolently, and largely to their mutual satisfaction.

What is the way forward and how can we find meaning in the chaos?

The department of National cohesion has been established by the government.

Many non civil society organizations are working on peace, healing and reconciliation programs.

Psycho social therapy and community peace building initiatives will greatly contribute to bringing the society back to normalcy.

The road to reconciliation is mysterious, long and painful. 
It begins with one step……then another and another. 
It is a road taken by the courageous, the disciplined, the determined, and the people of great faith.

It’s a spiritual journey; forgiveness is only understood and (mercy) makes sense to those that are spiritually inclined.

Other pillars of reconciliation are as found in the Holy book include Justice, Peace and Truth. These are all very complex concepts, heavily loaded with meaning and interpretation.

Kenyans are yearning for a Truth, Justice and Reconciliation Commission. (TJRC) There are historical injustices at the root cause of the Kenyan conflict.

Unless this are unraveled and addressed, they say, there will be no lasting peace in the country.

We know from history that TJRCs yield some important success for societies in transition. But destroying the structures of oppression and violence and replacing them with those of equality and justice is indeed a tall order, and will take much more than a TJRC. 
It requires a complete overhaul of the systems, and more importantly, of attitudes and perspectives of the people.

Kenya is at cross-roads. We need prayers, and all support we can garner from all and sundry, but recognizing that it our primary  business  as Kenyans to return our country to normalcy… whatever that means to the many of us, is the subject for another day.
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