The new Kenyan dilemma; to who do I pledge loyalty? 
You may be forgiven to immediately think that the dilemma I am addressing here is political:-

Do I pledge my loyalty to the president or to the prime minister? These are, in our new political dispensation, the centers of political power who must share “real power” and on “equal basis” and “equal terms”. So be it! 
In this article, I am however addressing a more fundamental dilemma that came to the fore following the post-2007 election crisis.
This and last week (Mid April 2008) I have had the privilege of interacting closely with two different sets of religious leaders (Sorry their identity not disclosed deliberately).This interaction has been by way of a series of workshops we are carrying out to prepare religious leaders for the journey towards healing and reconciliation they are called to lead for themselves and their constituents.

The theme of the seminars is aptly “Finding meaning in the chaos: responding to the future of religious ministry in Kenya”:
The future of religious ministry in Kenya is under severe threat; our candid discussions with the religious leaders leave absolutely no doubt about that fact. But what is the threat? 

To use their own words, the leaders were “compromised” before, during and after the December 2007 elections: The slippery slope of conflict caught them off guard in relation to who they pledge their loyalty to;-to their tribe or to Christ?

They now confess that they realize that they have internalized cultural beliefs, attitudes, and prejudices e.t.c. more than they have internalized religious beliefs and practices. They derive their identity and sense of belonging from the tribe affiliation more than from belonging to the family of Christ.
During the crisis, they removed their shepherd hats and wore tribal hats. Some incited violence whilst others participated overtly in it. They were in the forefront in perpetrating violence crying for ‘justice’ for their kin and tribesmen. Christian faith and values were sacrificed at the alter of ethnic loyalty and kinship. The saddest consequence of this, put in their own words, is that their prophetic mission has diminished. They have lost face and betrayed their flock can no longer stand on the pulpit and deliver a homily/sermon with their face up. They have lost pastoral and moral authority. 

Before they can embark on the mission of healing and reconciliation, they must first experience the same at their own personal level. The Protestant church higher hierarchy has publicly made the confession and asked for forgiveness. Time will tell if forgiveness has been granted and whether this will exonerate so that they return to their higher calling.
But why did these men and women of God forget, momentarily, who they pledge their loyalty to. Another big question- Why has African culture been more internalized than Christian religion? In African culture, religion was an integral part of the deeply embedded cultural system of values and beliefs, and was therefore, naturally a way of life. Christian religion, on the other hand, was imported, clothed in western culture. Could this explain why it can be “worn” and “removed” at will? 
Whichever be the case, our clergy are faced with the challenge of returning themselves and their flock to the higher values and necessary for a reconciled society. 
I pray that the Holy Spirit will strengthen them and guide them to deal with this enormous challenge as the Kenyan society needs value-based and not ethnic-based leadership.

Incidentally, the flock they lead, said to be over 70% of the Kenyan population is squarely faced by the same dilemma. This requires a re examination of the christian faith and perhaps explains the growing need to “Africanize” the gospel so that it can be easily internalized and practiced as a way of life.
 That, I leave to the theologians and wish them grace and wisdom !. 
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