Hiroshima day

The Viennese Peace Movement together with the Hiroshima Group Vienna will again organise the annual manifestation in commemoration of the victims of the first atomic bombs ever employed on Hiroshima and Nagasaki, on the 6 August 2009 in Vienna, at St. Stephan's Square. This year will be the 64th anniversary of the atomic raid on the two Japanese Cities.

The new elect President of the US, Barack Obama, has started a significant initiative to come to new agreements on nuclear arms-control and arms reduction. Especially in the light of coming to an end with START-II-Treaty new negotiations are on the way with Russia now. Moreover Mr. Obama often announced that the abolition of nuclear weapons is an eminent future goal and that the US is ready for substantial reductions of stockpiles. Peace movements would like to see more emphasis on that. And we should not lose sight of the still unsolved problems: proliferation of fissile materials, adherence to the Non Proliferation Treaty (NPT), the testing of nuclear explosives and the suspicions and threats of Nuclear Powers against those not possessing nuclear arms.

We are to speak out clearly: there is no alternative to the abolition of all nuclear weapons. Prominent and well-known voices from all over the world are alerting public opinion of the fact that the Nuclear Powers, most of all the US, GB and France, are renewing their nuclear stockpiles. Moreover, the threat of the first use of nuclear weapons as laid down in some military doctrines is alarmingly at stake. Billions of US-Dollars are spent every year into what can be called today a new arms race, leaving millions of human beings in our world dying from hunger, without proper sanitation and many without hope.

Therefore, our common endeavour for a world free of nuclear weapons and without war is needed more than ever before. For this reason we are kindly asking you to send us your message of support for the coming 6th of August (Hiroshima-Day).

All the incoming messages will be collected and can be read at our Website http://www.hiroshima.at. They will be presented in public in the framework of the manifestation in Vienna. Please send us your message of support to pax.vienna@chello.at  . Thank you.

Your kind message will be welcomed cordially, yours sincerely Alois Reisenbichler Andreas Pecha voluntary members of the Peace Bureau Vienna
