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UN HUMAN RIGHTS COUNCIL
Tenth Session
2 – 27 March 2009

Item 4: Human rights situations that requires the Council’s attention


Statement by Mr. Tenzin NORGAY 
on behalf of the International Fellowship of Reconciliation (IFOR)


Mr. President,

During the past decade, the International Fellowship of Reconciliation (IFOR) has regularly reported to the UN Human Rights Council on developments concerning the "patriotic re-education" campaign in Tibet. It is now well known that this campaign was introduced by the Chinese authorities as means of controlling and suppressing dissent within Tibetan religious and lay communities. 
As such, we are alarmed but not surprised that in the aftermath of massive protests beginning in March 2008, the authorities intensified the campaign in the Tibet Autonomous Region (TAR) and adjacent provinces as a supplemental measure after the brutal military crackdown. The intensification of this campaign has had the effect of rubbing salt in the wounds already sustained by the Tibetan community, causing further psychological trauma especially in religious institutions when targeted at monks and nuns, including their spiritual masters. As a consequence, there are confirmed reports of several cases in which young monks were unable to bear the humiliation of their religious sentiments and subsequently committed suicide. In Tibetan Buddhism, the taking of one’s life is one of the gravest forms of sin, violating the cardinal precepts of Buddhist doctrine. Tibetan monks and nuns are known for their patience and resilience in the face of adversity, but these cases of suicide are clear evidence that the monastic community is being pushed to the limits of human endurance.


One key component of “patriotic re-education” is the denunciation of the Dalai Lama. Tibetans maintain an extraordinary respect and reverence for the Dalai Lama, whom they consider to be their spiritual and temporal leader. Denunciation of the Dalai Lama is therefore tantamount to an act of religious blasphemy to the Tibetans and should be recognized as such. In numerous instances, when “patriotic re-education” teams operating in the monasteries have insisted that the resident monks and nuns criticize the Dalai Lama, strong defiance of the order has resulted in the arrest of hundreds of clergy members and, on several occasions, led to extrajudicial killings. For example, on 3 April 2008, at least 14 Tibetans were shot dead after security forces fired live ammunition indiscriminately into the protesting crowd near Tongkhor Monastery in Kardze County. These Tibetans were calling for the release of two monks arrested during a “patriotic re-education” session in the monastery.

With the vigorous implementation of the “patriotic re-education” campaign in all Tibetan areas of present-day China, the whereabouts and the fate of the hundreds of detainees from the monastic community remain unknown, including the highly revered figure, Phurbu Tsering Rinpoche of Kham Tehor Kardze Monastery. A blog posting about the latest disappearance of over one hundreds monks from Lutsang Monastery provides this analysis: "The authorities have not said where they are taking the 109 monks and have not said for how long, saying only that they are to be given secluded [bishi – shut-away style] thought education, including ‘patriotic education’ and ‘rule of law education’… When the 109 monks received this information, they calmly rushed to the temple and presented khatag  [Tibetan white blessing scarves]. In actual fact, these 109 monks are facing unimaginable imprisonment, just like the 700 monks from (the) Drepung, Sera, and Ganden (monasteries) last year, who were detained in a military prison in Golmud for as long as three or four months.”

In addition, there has been extensive government interference in the Tibetan religious tradition this year. The Chinese authorities have now placed a ban on the Monlam Prayer Festival, established in Tibet in 1409, which has greatly contributed to the current tensions. Around 600 monks from Sey Monastery in Ngaba County staged a protest on 1 March 2009 when they were told by the officials at the monastery that they were not permitted to celebrate the Monlam Prayer Festival. In another instance, Tapey, a monk of Kirti Monastery, had set himself on fire on 27 February 2009 after officials announced a similar ban at the Kirti Monastey.

The banning of the Monlam Prayer Festival is only another instance of religious repression in deepening tension on the Tibetan Plateau, while China claims “stability” in Tibet. Furthermore, Tibetans monks and nuns are being persecuted for simply exercising
their rights in refusing to participate in state-sponsored politically provocative measures such as the “patriotic re-education” campaign.

In conclusion, The IFOR calls upon the members of the Human Rights Council to urge China to cease repressive measures in Tibet and to seek a formal dialogue with the Dalai Lama on all pertinent matters including the issue of religious freedom. To this end, we request the Council to engage with the Chinese government so that the invitation for a follow-up visit of the Special Rapporteur on the Freedom of Religion or Belief may be realized without further delay.   

Thank you.
