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Text

As a representative of civil society I  underline the fact that 90% of the victims of war are civilians. For civilians it is not possible anymore to envisage a war even for defensive purposes. The accuracy and destructiveness of modern weapons used by  parties in conflict make it unbearable to resort to violence to solve conflicts. Nuclear weapons lead us to a deadlock in the use of  force by the armies. Governments are bound for the sake of  civilians to renounce to the use or threat of use of force. Army is not the solution to international problems. It is necessary  to refer to mediation or arbitrary commission under the supervision of the UN to keep peace. Therefore a total and global disarmament under UN control is the only way to survive on this planet. The UN should call for a disarmament summit to focus the discussion on the abolition of armies and wars once and for all.

Comment

There will always be conflicts but war is not the answer. When it comes to security we need to challenge decision makers everywhere to rethink their position because they are still firmly tied to the law of the jungle thinking to kill or to be killed when it comes to security. We have to challenge this thinking and urge our leaders to stand for security for the common good which means that we want the political economic and social agenda to be set by an understanding of interdependence and justice. We are no longer prepared to have our so-called security, our comfort, our material possessions, our cars, our energy, and our lifestyles safeguarded through military means, through nuclear weapons and armies.

