UN (New York) Report
---We the peoples of the United Nations determined….to practice tolerance and live together in peace with one another as good neighbors, and to unite our strength to maintain international peace and security--- (From the Preamble of the Charter of the United Nations)
I. New Developments
1) At the end of May, the 8th NPT Review Conference adopted a Final Document, including
64 conclusions and recommendations. However, many of these points are just reaffirmations of what they had agreed previously. 
Although all the States parties committed “to pursue policies that are fully compatible with the Treaty and the objective of achieving a world without nuclear weapons,” the Final Document failed to include a specific time frame for negotiating a comprehensive nuclear weapon convention that would ban the use, production and stockpiling of nuclear weapons. This was largely due to the objection of the U.S. delegation to the Conference. 
There are much doubts at this time about the sincerity of the U.S. commitment to the nuclear disarmament since it is reported that the Obama administration conducted a nuclear test (so-called “subcritical” test) for the first time in early September 2010. The U.S. is also planning to invest $80 billion in renovating its nuclear weapon complex and weapons in the next decade. 
One hopeful recommendation from the Final Document is the request for the UN Secretary General, the U.S., Russia, and U.K. to convene a major conference in 2012, involving all States in the Middle East, for the establishment of a Middle East zone free of nuclear weapons and all other weapons of mass destruction, “in consultation with the States of the region.” It is not certain whether such a conference can be convened if Israel objects to it. 
2) On June 9, the Security Council passed another resolution (SCR 1929) imposing further economic sanctions on Iran. 40 new Iranian entities, including the “Iran Shipping Lines,” “Malek Ashtan University” and “Nuclear Research Center for Agriculture and Medicine,” are now subject to this new sanction. The resolution also imposed a broad embargo on sale or transfer of weapons to Iran, including as any tanks, combat aircrafts, warships, missiles, etc.
Iran is claiming all its nuclear activities are for peaceful purposes, but this is rejected by the US. Other SC members seem to be reluctant to challenge the U.S. government on this issue in order to avoid any negative consequences to their national interests. Some predictable consequences from this kind of economic sanction are adverse impact on the economic development of Iran as well as on the general welfare of the Iranian people. 
The disastrous, unjust history of the past Security Council sanctions imposed on Iraq, prior to the US invasion of the country in 2003, raises serious concerns today whether the tragic history is repeating again—this time against Iran---all in the name of non-proliferation and disarmament of nuclear weapons. 
3) The new President of the General Assembly (65th session) is H.E. Mr. Joseph Deisms of Switzerland. He will serve for one-year term until August 2011.
4) In October, the General Assembly elected five new Security Council members who will serve for two years, beginning January 1, 2011. They are Columbia, Germany, India, Portugal, and South Africa. The other remaining non-permanent members are Bosnia-Herzegovina, Brazil, Gabon, Lebanon, and Nigeria.

5) There was a special meeting on the Convention on Cluster Munitions at the UN Headquarters on Oct. 19. This new treaty entered into force on August 1, 2010. There are currently 108 signatories to the treaty with 43 ratifications. Among these latter countries are France, German and UK. Unfortunately, the U.S. is not even a signatory to the treaty. (For further info, see www.stopclustermunitions.org)
II. NGO Activities
1) At the UN Headquarters, on Oct. 20, the NGO Committee on Disarmament, Peace & Security (NGOCDPS) sponsored a briefing on global military spending by SIPRI (Stockholm International Peace Research Institute). 
According to the SIPRI Yearbook 2010, the total global military spending in 2009 was estimated at $1531 billion. This represents an increase of 6 % in real terms compared to 2008, and of 49% from 2000. The 10 largest military spenders in 2009 accounted for 75% of world military spending. The USA was, of course, No. 1 with $661 billion, accounting 43% of the total. No. 2 was China with an estimated spending of $100 billion; No. 3 was France with $63.9 billion; No. 4 was U.K. with $58.3 billion; No. 5 was Russia with an estimated spending of $53.3 billion; No. 6 was Japan with $51 billion; No. 7 was Germany with $45.6 billion; No. 8 was Saudi Arabia with $41.3 billion; No. 9 was India with $36.3 billion; and No. 10 was Italy with $35.8 billion. Arms sales are a profitable business for many U.S. and Western European companies. Total arms sales for 44 US companies amounted to about $230 billion in 2008, while 34 Western European companies totaled about $122 billion. As for exports of conventional weapons, the U.S. was No. 1 again with 30% of the total, while Russia, Germany and France accounted for 23%, 11% and 8% respectively. 
As for nuclear weapons, SIPRI estimates that Russia had 12,000, U.S. 9,600, France 300, China 240, and UK 225. India, Pakistan and Israel each have about 80. Of these, 7,560 are deployed nuclear warheads (For further info, see www.sipri.org). 
At this meeting, I had the pleasure of meeting Helena Koumi, the program officer in human security and disarmament from Swedish FOR. 
Respectively submitted,

s/
John Kim
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