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Item 2: Enhanced interactive dialogue on the situation of human rights in Eritrea.

Oral statement delivered by the International Fellowship of Reconciliation.

Mr. Vice President,

The International Fellowship of Reconciliation (IFOR) thanks all the speakers for their presentations!
and expresses serious concerns regarding the situation of human rights in Eritrea.

The ongoing conflict in Ethiopia’s Tigray region is increasing the alarm once more on human rights
violations by Eritrean forces, as recently reported by Human Rights Watch? mass roundups and
repression in the context of an intensive forced conscription campaign. Relatives of draft evaders or
deserters have been punished and arrested.®

We also restate the concern regarding Eritrean migrants and refugees who often flee from the system
of an indefinite National Service which presents practices that in many cases amount to forced labour.

We call on the international community to protect refugees and to withdraw from practices which
reinforce such a system.

We are also concerned about the persecution of religious leaders such as the Eritrean Catholic Bishop
Fikremariam Hagos, arrested at the Asmara airport last October.* More recently Human Rights
Concerns - Eritrea reported that the Eritrean monk Yeneta Ezra, has been found dead at his monastery
residence in February.®

We urge this Council to ensure the protection of human rights in Eritrea, including the human right to
freedom of thought, conscience and religion within which is also inherent the human right to
conscientious objection to military service.® And facilitate the engagement of Eritrea with the OHCHR.

Thank you.
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6 UN Human Rights Council resolution 24/17, September 2013. UN Human Rights Committee General
Comment 22 on Article 18, 1993.
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