
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

INTRODUCTION TO THE UN program 

September 19th-23rd 2022 

 
 

The International Fellowship of  Reconciliation (IFOR) is glad to invite you to participate in the 

new edition of  the special program aimed to provide an opportunity to come and see the work of  

IFOR at the United Nations in Geneva and experience first-hand 

engagement within the UN system. 

This year’s program is titled “Empowering civil society represen-

tation at the United Nations” and is funded by the Otto per Mille 

of  the Waldensian Church of  Italy. 

The aim is to provide a learning opportunity to civil society repre-

sentatives, with particular focus to human rights defenders from the 

Global South, and from minority and vulnerable groups, to take ac-

tion as human rights advocates within the UN system. 
 

The program will last one week, from Monday September 19th to Friday 23rd 2022.  

It will run during the 51st session of  the UN Human Rights Council.  

Participants will also learn about IFOR work on the right to conscientious objection to military 

service and about the draft resolution negotiation expected to take place at the UN Human Rights 

Council on this topic.  

Participants will have the opportunity to address other Human Rights topics and thus explore 

how civil society can fully engage at the UN and network. 

We contemplate a group of  about ten people, which can move about together and is also small 

enough to share reflections communally between formal meetings. 
 

Have a look at the first edition here and at the second edition here.  

Due to the current situation concerning covid-19, the running of  the program could be subject to 

changes accordingly to the ongoing pandemic. 

APPLICANTS 

We look for participants who are linked to a civil society organization and are willing to engage in 

human rights.  

Priority will be given to those from the Global South, and from minority and vulnerable groups. 

Participants should be: 

- at least 18 years old  

- fluent in spoken English 

- available for the entire week period 

- directly involved in the current work of  a civil society organization 

- inclined to teamwork 

- motivated with regards to the human rights and international affairs agenda 

- ready to follow up within their own organization 

http://www.ifor.org/news/2019/8/1/ifor-introduction-to-un-first-edition
https://www.ifor.org/news/2021/11/21/un-introductory-week


 
 

PROGRAMME OF THE WEEK 

The detailed program will be sent to the participants prior to the start of  the program. 

Program will start in Geneva on Monday 19th at 3 pm. 

During the week the participants will attend working sessions of  the Human Rights Council1 -

which include plenary meetings, negotiations of  resolutions, side events-, assist in the drafting 

and delivering of  oral statements, participate in informal meetings with partner NGOs, explore 

advocacy initiatives.  

The program will conclude on Friday 23rd at noon. 
  

Every day participants will have the possibility to meet together to exchange on the experience 

and deepen topics and procedures of  interest with IFOR UN representatives; in addition, there 

will be a tutoring opportunity to better follow the Human Rights Council working sessions, the 

general debates and interactive dialogues planned in the Program of  Work of  the UN. 

 

ACCOMMODATION AND TRAVEL 

IFOR has pre-arranged a single room accommodation with full board near the Palais des Nations, 

in Geneva. These costs (accommodation + meals) will be covered by IFOR through the Otto per 

Mille fund of  the Waldensian Church. All participants will receive a free pass for local public 

transportation for the entire period. 
 

Other costs (round trip travel to Geneva and personal leisure) shall be met by the participants 

and/or their organizations.  

Participants will need to take care of  possible Visa requirements as well. 

  

HOW TO APPLY 

To apply, interested people need to fill in the online form here.     

Deadline for application is August 30th 2022, at 1pm CEST. The confirmation of  the applica-

tion will be notified to the candidates within the following 48 hours. 

If  necessary, we will give preference to:  

a) those who are prepared to commit for the entire week 

b) persons with a direct connection with IFOR 

c) members of  vulnerable or minority groups 

 

For further information you are welcome to contact the coordinator of  the program at zaira.zafa-

rana@ifor.org 

 

NOTE: Given the current situation of  the pandemic the program will run accordingly to the 

actual situation and safety measures in place. Applicants are invited to check all requirements given 

by the Swiss Federal Office for people traveling from other countries. 

 
Looking forward to having you in Geneva! 

 

 
1 Due to the pandemic some meetings may have restriction and not allow participation in person. 

https://forms.gle/9efrjBoFJay6uAWx5
mailto:zaira.zafarana@ifor.org
mailto:zaira.zafarana@ifor.org

